NORMAL TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, April 9, 2024 AT 7:00 PM
Activity and Recreation Center (ARC) 600 E Willow, Normal, IL 61701

1. Callto Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Township Clerk Dayna Schickedanz

2. Nomination of Moderator - Jess Ray nominated Deb Shaw as Moderator. Becca Rice seconded
the nomination. A vote of all present showed all Ayes, no Nays for Deb Shaw to move forward as
Moderator for the meeting.

3. Election and Swearing in of Moderator — Township Clerk Dayna Schickedanz swore in
Moderator Deb Shaw for the Annual Town Meeting.

4. Approval of the April 11, 2023 Annual Town Meeting Minutes
Motion to Approve: Sally Pyne
Second: Arlene Hosea
Trustee Pyne requested that Deputy Trustee Rice be changed to Deputy Clerk Rice in the
minutes to reflect clarity.
Ayes: All
Nays: none

5. Approval of the FY 2024 Financial Reports
Motion to Approve: Mary Wuhrmann
Second: Sally Pyne
Ayes: All
Nays: none

6. Reports by Township Officials
a. Assessor Kent DePew — The Assessor values all of the non-exempt real estate within the
township for property tax purposes. As of 1/1/2023, the value was $1,083,351,343, the new
value is $1,104,435,705. An increase of around twenty-one million. $1,105,552,000 after the
Supervisor of Assessments made adjustments. The Supervisor also applied a multiplier of 10.69,
which add about 117 million to the final number. $1,210,220,960 — a net increase of
$128,869,617 from 2022. Thanks to the Supervisor, Trustees, Jill Schaab, Arin, Dayna, and
Assessor’s office workers.
Floyd Aper asked if it was a good year. Kent expressed that real estate prices have continued to
increase.
b. Highway Commissioner Arin Rader — The highway commissioner maintains twenty-five miles
of township road between North Normal and Hudson, and Dry Grove to Towanda. Arin stated it
was a good, busy year. There was a mild winter, meaning the department did not have to plow
as much and overall, that is better for the equipment. They did use quite a bit of salt for roads
though. Arin thanked his crew for their dedication and reliability. He mentioned that he



implements Spring weight limits on roads from January 15" — April 15", but only needed to for
about a month this year, which helps with the flow of traffic. The new maintenance building on
Kerrick Road has been completed and his team has moved almost everything into it now. He is
finishing a project on a building for salt, to keep it dry. Emptying the old property will allow
township to get an appraisal and sell the property. Arin mentioned several projects with the
county, including seal coating of tar roads, using a new sealing product on Ziebarth Rd due to
heavier traffic, and a drainage district project with Towanda drainage district. Arin thanked the
township board, Jill Schaab, and Rob Cranston. There was one question about the process of
selling the old building. Arin explained that the building will need to be appraised, he would
then take bids, and the bids would have to be within a certain percentage of the appraisal. He
went on to say he would work with the current township legal counsel, John Redlingshafer, to
assist with any questions he had.

c. Supervisor Jess Ray — Thanks to the ARC staff and volunteers, and the SHIP team. ARC
membership saw a 9.36% increase year over year, and of the total membership, 16% are
veterans. Thanks to Jill Schaab and Ruby for all they do to keep the General and Emergency
Assistance programs running well. The general assistance fund utilized $104,1674 in the past
year, and the emergency assistance fund used $130,623. Jess went on to thank Jill Schaab, Kent,
Arin, the Trustees, and Clerk for their service and assistance. Ed Pyne asked if the assistance
requests had gone up or down over the past year. Jess mentioned that they ebb and flow, Jill
Schaab went on to further explain that Covid had caused it to go down at one point due to other
programs disallowing evictions and turning off utilities.

7. Public Comment

8. New Business
a. Action Item - Approval of the time for the Tuesday, April 8, 2025 Annual Town Meeting
Motion to Approve: Kent DePew
Second: Sammi Scott
Ayes: All
Nays: None
b. Action Item — Approval to sell and/or donate Surplus Township Property
Motion to Approve: Floyd Aper
Second: Art Rodriguez
Jess mentioned that this applies to old, out of date office items that are no longer in use.
Ayes: All
Nays: None
c. Action Item — Approval to sell Township land
Motion to Approve: Arlene Hosea
Second: Jess Ray
Becca Rice asked for clarification of the land’s address. The address is the township’s previous
maintenance shed property located at 202 W. Northtown Rd. in Normal.
Ayes: All
Nays: None



9. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm.
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